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Dear Travel Enthusiast,
Explore the world with your family on our Smithsonian Family Adventures
in 2013 and discover the richness and enchantment of cultures far different
than your own.
Journey to any of our seven destinations — Costa Rica, Peru,
Galapagos/Ecuador, Panama, Turkey, Tanzania, or China — and introduce your
children to the essence of native cultures as they meet their pen pals, play
sports with local kids, learn about everyday life in each location and take part
in well-paced, fun-filled activities planned with all generations in mind. In the
hands of our knowledgeable expert guides, your journey will take on new
meaning and provide precious time with your family.
Smithsonian Family Adventures are designed by Smithsonian Journeys,
the institution's worldwide travel program, in partnership with the award-winning
Thomson Family Adventures, a leader in family travel. Just as Smithsonian
museums have inspired generations through knowledge and discovery,
Smithsonian Journeys extends opportunities for learning on more than 200
expert-led tours annually. So join us on a safari in the Serengeti, help
rebuild part of the Great Wall of China, cruise along Turkey's Mediterranean
Turquoise Coast, explore the astonishing Inca citadel of Machu Picchu or zip-line
through a lush rain forest canopy in Costa Rica. Your special adventure awaits!
Contact our family vacation specialists today and register for an extraordinary
tour guaranteed to broaden your family’s horizons and create memories that you
and your loved ones will cherish for years to come.
Call 1-888-466-3590 and book your Smithsonian Family
Adventure today!
Yours truly,

Amy Kotkin, Director
Smithsonian Journeys

Jim Kackley, Director
Thomson Family Adventures

Wonders of Turkey 15 days
Turkey is the time-honored and exotic land where the East meets
the West. The result is an exquisite mix of cultural influences. From
Ottoman and Byzantine places of worship to ancient underground
cave cities and Greek and Roman ruins to the Mediterranean
Turquoise Coast, Turkey is a must-visit destination.
Istanbul

Ephesus

• Marvel at the Blue
• See the sacred House
Mosque and Hagia Sophia
of the Virgin Mary
• Tour Topkapi Palace
• View the ruins of the
Temple of Artemis
• Peruse the bustling
Spice Market
• Spend a day at the
ancient city of Ephesus
• Take a ferry ride across
the Bosphorus

Pamukkale

Mediterranean Coast
• Cruise the Mediterranean
in a traditional yacht
• Discover the remains of a
Byzantine settlement
• See the eerie, deserted
Greek village of Kayaköy
• Anchor at Cleopatra’s
Sunken Baths

Cappadocia

• Walk through ancient
mineral-rich healing pools
• Explore an underground
cave city
• Visit a 3rd century CE
thermal spa city
• Hike the magical Valley
of the Spears
• Enjoy a VIP tour of an
active excavation site
• Meet with Turkish pen pals

DATES AND PRICES:
June 29-July 13, 2013
July 20-August 3, 2013
Adult starting at $6,690
Child starting at $6,440

888-466-3590 www.smithsonianjourneys.org/family-travel

Treasures of China 15 days
China is an ever-changing cultural gem. Always charging ahead and
making strides in business and technology, China never loses sight of
its far-reaching past. It’s here that cutting-edge medical advances
coexist harmoniously with ancient herbal remedies. You can see
everything from towering skyscrapers to rural villages seemingly
unaffected by time.
Beijing
• Stroll Tiananmen Square
and the Forbidden City
• Stop at the Olympic
Village
• Explore and help restore
the Great Wall
• See the Temple of Heaven

Chengdu
Shanghai
• Meet giant pandas
• Attend a Chinese
acrobatics show
• Inspect Bronze Age
artifacts at the Sanxingdui • Tour the Old Quarter
Museum
and booming financial
district
• Witness a local folk art
performance

Xizhou / Linden Centre
Xi’an
• Spend 3 nights at the
incredible Linden Centre
• Admire the vast army of
Terra Cotta Warriors
• Experience authentic,
rural China
• Take peasant painting and
dumpling making lessons • Learn about the art
of cormorant fishing from
• Meet with Chinese
a local
pen pals

DATES AND PRICES:
June 22-July 5, 2013
July 27-August 9, 2013
Adult starting at $6,390
Child starting at $5,890

• Visit the Underground
Museum, home of
the Hanyang Tomb

888-466-3590 www.smithsonianjourneys.org/family-travel

Tanzania Safari 11 days
Tanzania offers the best opportunities for wildlife viewing anywhere
on earth. The Ngorongoro Highlands and Crater, the endless Serengeti
and Eastern Serengeti Ecosystem... these places are home to the most
immense concentration of fascinating animals. These creatures have
created the image of Africa as nature's paradise.
Ngorongoro
Conservation Area
• Meet with Tanzanian
pen pals
• Eat lunch at the scenic
Gibb's Farm
• Spend a full day wildlife
viewing on the floor of the
Ngorongoro Crater
• Stop at Olduvai Gorge for
a guided VIP tour
Serengeti National Park
• Spot lions, zebras,
wildebeest, cheetahs,
and so much more
• Swim in an inviting pool
• Learn useful words and
phrases in Swahili

Eastern Serengeti Ecosystem
• Befriend Maasai
people in a traditional
boma (village)
• Hike plains and rocky
hillsides in search
of wildlife
• Venture on a nighttime
wildlife viewing drive

DATES AND PRICES:
July 16-27, 2013
July 24-August 4, 2013
December 19-30, 2013
December 23-January 3, 2014
Adult starting at $6,490
Child starting at $5,490

Arusha
• Shop at the Cultural
Heritage Center
• Meet local artisans at
the Shanga Shangaa
workshop

888-466-3590 www.smithsonianjourneys.org/family-travel

Exploring Peru 10 days
Our Smithsonian Family Adventure in Peru offers a wide-ranging
experience of the land of Inca and pre-Inca ruins, still-thriving
indigenous communities and stunning mountain scenery. Travel all
over the country, seeing cosmopolitan Lima, ancient and mystical
Machu Picchu, colonial Cuzco and Lake Titicaca.
Ollantaytambo
• Explore the ruins of
Sacsayhuaman, Pisaq
and Ollantaytambo
• Encounter a llama at
the Awanacancha
Llama Center
• Visit a renown
ceramics studio

Cuzco
• Watch indigenous
Quechua weavers at work
• Tour Cuzco on foot,
seeing Incan and colonial
influences
• Check out Koricancha
Temple’s Inca stonework
• Participate in an
authentic Peruvian
cooking lesson

Machu Picchu
• Spend a full day exploring
this awe-inspiring site
Puno / Lake Titicaca
• Climb to the sacred
• Observe the Inca ruins
summit of Huayna Picchu
at Raqchi
for striking views
• See Aymara burial towers
that predate the Incas
at Sillustani

• Meet the Uros inhabitants
of Titicaca’s floating
islands
• Hike in the village of
Santa Rosa
Lima
• Look for keepsakes at
the Mercado Indio
DATES AND PRICES:
June 28-July 7, 2013
August 2-11, 2013
December 20-29, 2013
Adult starting at $4,490
Child starting at $4,290

888-466-3590 www.smithsonianjourneys.org/family-travel

Journey to Costa Rica 9 days
Costa Rica is one of the planet’s premier ecological destinations due
to its abundance of wildlife and precious ecosystems. Roam the rain
forests, countryside, volcanoes and beaches of this conservation
mecca. Exploring Costa Rica the Smithsonian Family Adventures
way means that you’ll be learning from the experts in volcanology
and aeronautics.
Sarapiqui Region
• See the largest active
crater in the world at the
Poas Volcano
• Hike the trails of the La
Paz Waterfall Gardens
• Whitewater raft on the
Sarapiqui River
• Enjoy a chocolate
workshop in the rain
forest
Arenal
• Zip line or ride the Aerial
Tram over jungle canopy
• Learn about Costa Rica’s
seismic activity from
a volcanologist
• Hike through the forest
and bird watch

• Ride a bike through the
countryside and around
Lake Arenal
• Relax in thermal hot
springs set among
lush gardens
Guanacaste
• Visit and tour the Ad
Astra Rocket facility with
an expert
• Relax on the
Pacific-side’s
Tamarindo Beach
• Meet with Costa Rican
pen pals and do a
community service
project

DATES AND PRICES:
March 9-17, 2013
June 22-30, 2013
August 10-18, 2013
Adult starting at $3,390
Child starting at $2,790

888-466-3590 www.smithsonianjourneys.org/family-travel

Galapagos&Ecuador 10 days
Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands are a bastion of indigenous and
colonial culture, and protected habitats teeming with unique plants
and animals. Our Smithsonian Family Adventure offers your family
the full experience; spend time at the equator, the rugged Andean
Highlands and the Galapagos Islands.
Quito
• Enjoy the interactive
museum at the middle
of the world
• Learn how ancient native
cultures used the equator
• Observe both northern and
southern constellations at
an astronomical
observatory
• Gather navigational
statistics at a sun dial on
the equator
Andean Highlands
• Visit a local school and
assist with daily activities
• Hike through magnificent
scenery to Hacienda
Zuleta

• Tour the grounds of this
working 17th century
farmhouse
• Hunt for hidden treasure
using a GPS
Galapagos Islands
• Meet protected giant
tortoises at a breeding
center
• See marine iguanas,
sharks and sea lions at a
volcanic island
• Swim and snorkel with
friendly sea lions
• Explore volcanic
underwater arches and
caves full of aquatic life
• Sea kayak in serene bays
• Navigate the seas with a
sextant and the position
of the sun

• Walk Whale Bay and relax
on Tortuga Bay Beach
• Stargaze at night
observing northern and
southern hemisphere
constellations
DATES AND PRICES:
March 8-17, 2013
June 29-July 8, 2013
December 21-30, 2013
Adult starting at $5,390
Child starting at $5,140

888-466-3590 www.smithsonianjourneys.org/family-travel

Discover Panama 9 days
Panama is a tropical paradise with an exciting mix of old and new,
natural and manmade. Amid vibrant rain forest and cloud forest settings,
age-old indigenous tribes live much as they always have, while nearby
cargo ships cruise through the immense locks of the Panama Canal.
You'll see it all, including two research stations of the Smithsonian
Tropical Research Institute (STRI).
Panama City / Canal Region

Chiriqui Highlands

• Ride a jungle boat
through the Panama
Canal’s Gatun Lake

• Whitewater raft through
rugged countryside

• Learn about the intricate
locks at theMiraflores
Visitor Center
• Ride in a motorized
dugout canoe up the
Chagres River
• Meet the native residents
of an Embera village
• Play and swim in a
crystal-clear waterfall
• Visit the STRI’s Punta
Culebra Nature Center

• Go rainbow hunting in
Boquete on the Caldera
River
• Zip line through the
cloud forest

• Snorkel around coral
reefs and mangroves
• Tour the STRI’s Caribbean
Ocean Research Station
• Join with Panamanian
pen pals for a tropical
biology lesson

Bocas Del Toro

DATES AND PRICES:

• Visit the Ngobe village
and cocoa farm at
Silico Creek

March 16-24, 2013
July 6-14, 2013
August 3-11, 2013
December 21- 29, 2013

• Hike the Salt Creek
nature/wildlife trail at
Bastimentos National Park

Adult starting at $4,090
Child starting at $3,890

888-466-3590 www.smithsonianjourneys.org/family-travel

Make your

family vacation

ROCK in 2013!
888-466-3590 www.smithsonianjourneys.org/family-travel

